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Tripoli. Fethi and Enver Beys, now military attaches in
Paris and Berlin, also left their posts to help the Arabs,
and organised them so well that the Italians made little
progress. Neither side looked like winning, but Italy had
sea-power.

Cabinets of compromise succeeded each other in Con-
stantinople, led by old Kiamil, old Said, Ferid, Tewfiq,
Hilmi, Hakki. Some did too little, others too much. As
usual, the Committee dared not trust its own members
with the Grand Vizierate, yet was unable to find men
outside its ranks who were at once capable and
pliable.

When the new Parliament was opened by the Sultan
on April the i8th, 1912, the Italian fleet bombarded the
Dardanelles. In July the Straits were again attacked by
torpedo-boats. The Committee now fell from power, and
fled to Salonika, not sorry to allow others to pull what
chestnuts they could out of the fire of Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity and Justice. A Cabinet of Greybeards (" a
divan of dotards " the Committee called it) was elected
to make peace with Albania and Italy. When that had
been done, and the winter passed, the Young Turks
hoped once more to assume control and lead the Army
against Bulgaria.

But Bulgaria and her Allies were not inclined to wait
on the pleasure of von der Goltz Pasha and Enver Bey.
They watched the Greybeards make peace with the
Albanians, and stirred up that turbulent people to new
insurrections, which were bloodily repressed and fully
reported in Europe by the various propaganda centres
engaged in describing the Terrible Turk as Anti-Christ
Carefully, piously, the friends of the Fox prepared for
their Holy War.